The acute sick versus the chronic sick: the takeover of Fairmile House by the NHS.
This study investigates the changes the introduction of the National Health Service (NHS) brought to a former workhouse. The take-over by the NHS changed this workhouse from an infirmary mainly caring for the aged and chronic sick to a hospital mostly caring for acutely ill people. As a consequence, nursing at this institution probably lost some of the expertise it possessed in caring for the aged and the chronic sick.